
 Minutes of the January Meeting of St Clement Parish Council
Held at St Clement Parish Hall at 7.30pm on Wednesday 27th January 2016

Present: 
Chairman: Cllr P Thomas;
Parish Councillors:  Cllr T Cowling;Cllr G Ellis; Cllr T Stevens; Cllr A Tribute: Cllr R Tallis.
Clerk: Mrs J Ashley
Cornwall Councillor: Cllr M Eathorne-Gibbons

Members of the public:None

Public Discussion 
As no members of the public were in attendance there was no discussion and the Chairman
wished those present a Happy New Year and opened the meeting proper.

1 To receive apologies for absence

Cllr C Matta (holiday); Cllr M Eathorne Gibbons (part).
2 To receive any Declarations of Interest from members

None
3 Minutes

The draft minutes of the November meeting as circulated were approved as a true and
correct record and signed by the Chairman. Proposed: Cllr TC Seconded: Cllr AT

4 Police
There was no report from the police. Councillors had no items to report.

5 Matters Arising
a Allotments

The Clerk reported  that the handrail had been replaced and also that two new allotment
holders  had  been  signed  up,  also  that  arrears  of  rent  had  been  collected  from one
allotment holder. Eight plots remained vacant.

b Public Conveniences
The Clerk  reported  that  Cornwall  Council  had  still  not  provided  a tree  report  for  the
conveniences  at  St  Clement.  She  reported  email  correspondence  from  the  Maritime
Service about possible funding for the conveniences at Malpas and also correspondence
from Cornwall Council which had asked the Parish Council to confirm prior to a meeting of
the Maritime Service that it was prepared to continue its contributions towards the running
costs  of  the  Malpas  Conveniences  at  the  current  rate;  she  reported  that  she  had
confirmed that this had been provided for within the budget approved at the November
meeting. Cllr Ellis asked that the minutes record that the Clerk's response was supported
by the parish council. Proposed: Cllr  GE; seconded: Cllr  RT. The Clerk was asked to
inform Mr Harper of the current position. Cllr Tribute commented that there was general
support in the village for the involvement of the Maritime Service.

c Highway Matters
The Clerk reported on a meeting with Mr Bidgood on 26 th January 2016. The following
had issues had been raised: 
Tresillian Speeding
The results of a radar class speed survey carried out by Cormac between 10 th and 17th

December were reported to councillors. Speed cameras had been sited at 4 locations
monitoring speed of traffic in both directions. Generally, these showed few problems with
speeding traffic and speeds had decreased overall since the last speed survey. Highest
speeds were  recorded  in  the early  hours  of  the morning;  traffic  speeds were  slightly
higher at weekends than on weekdays. There was one 'hot spot' where traffic entered the
village  from the  Truro  direction.  It  was  noted  that  this  was  the  same location  where
residents had reported problems exiting from the road to Polsue Manor Farm, and where
it had been suggested that the speed limit should be extended further toward the Truro
direction. Mr Bidgood had been advised by Cornwall Council's road safety specialist that
people  would  be less likely  to  respect  the speed limit  if  it  was  extended too far.  He
advised instead a gateway feature, and agreed to research possible designs and costs.
The Clerk reported correspondence from a Tresillian resident, which mentioned speeding
by First Buses and Cormac lorries; Mr Bidgood said that it  was possible to verify this
assertion,  but  that  he  would  pass  on  the  comments  as  appropriate.  There  was  a
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discussion of repeater signs; Mr Bidgood confirmed that these could not be installed in a
lit 30mph area without a dispensation from the Minster of Transport, and that this would
not be forthcoming. The Clerk was asked to write to the MP on the matter. The Clerk was
asked to include an update in the next issue of TRAM. Cllr Eathorne Gibbons commented
that the lack of volunteers for a community speedwatch project was frustrating.
Pencalenick Pavement
Mr Bidgood thought that this would be done in tandem with the works to the cycleway.
Wheel Inn
The Clerk was asked to forward pictures to Mr Bidgood showing that the top grating had
not been cleared.
Broken sluice valve sign, Carne Meadows.
Mr Bidgood agreed to report this to South West Water.
Polwhele School
The  Clerk  reported  correspondence  asking  about  measures  to  slow traffic  as  it  was
difficult to exit right towards Trispen. Mr Bidgood was aware of the issue and discussing
with his highways clients; issues of land ownership may affect what can be done. Cllr
Thomas stated that the school also want a walkway from the school to the roundabout.
The Clerk was asked to write a letter of support to highways.
Verge/Hedge cutting
It was noted that the hedges had been cut by the farmer and that owners are responsible
for  their  hedges fronting  the  highway.  Mr  Bidgood  agreed  to  look  at  the  problem of
overgrown hedges in some areas where ownership is unclear, e.g. around Knoll Park. Cllr
Ellis reported overhanging growth on the granite wall opposite the farm shop in Tresillian.
Other items reported
Park Lane: water standing 3-4” deep in places (public bridleway). Pothole at Trelander
end of road into St Clement village.
A39 resurfacing.
Cllr Thomas asked about communication with residents as to which sections of road were
being worked on and how to get in and out. Mr Bidgood promised contac details of James
Hodge and offered to set up a meeting if required. Cllr Thomas thought that this was not
necessary at present.
A date  for the next  meeting was not  confirmed,  but  the Clerk was asked to propose
Tuesday 29th March at 3.30pm to Mr Bidgood. Cllr Ellis also asked if  the waiting time
restriction outside the post office could be increased to 1 hour to allow time for loading.
Clerk to ask Mr Bidgood if there was still time to amend this.
It was confirmed that the lights outside Julian Foye were set up to work so that the arrow
on the right turn into Newquay Rd operated only if the lane was full. Councillor felt that
this  was  confusing  for  drivers;  Cllr  Eathorne  Gibbons  agreed  to  raise  this  with  Mr
Bidgood.
Cllr Cowling mentioned the problem of hawking (daffodils from the layby on A39); Clerk to
report. Cllr Tribute passed a letter to Cllr Eathorne Gibbons showing that Western Power
had mounted a replacement lamppost in the roadway (instead of on the site of the old
lamppost) by the old nursery site at Malpas, meaning that a metre of road had been lost.
He also reported that water from the development was draining across the road instead of
into the land drain. Cllr Eathorne Gibbons agreed to take the matter up.
Cllr Tallis reported complaints about the floodlights at Truro Rugby Club, particularly the
angle of them, which was dazzling drivers. One resident reported that he had narrowly
missed hitting a pedestrian after  being dazzled.  The Clerk was asked to write  to the
Rugby Club, asking them to adjust the angle of the lighting.

d Ladock Treatment Works
Cllr Ellis agreed to ring  South West Water directly. 

e Seat Dedication
The Clerk reported that she had contacted the Duchy to request permission to affix a
memorial plaque to the wall behind the bench. The Duchy had indicated that they were
willing to assist but wanted first to check that the building was not protected in any way,
following which they would agree formally in writing. The Clerk was asked to let Mrs Lush
know of progress.

6 Neighbourhood Plan
The Clerk reported that the parish had been formally designated as a Neighbourhood
Area. She reported on the January meeting of the group (minutes circulated with papers).
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A draft consultation and engagement strategy had been produced. The group was now
recruiting  to  specialised  focus  groups  who  would  help  design  the  next  stage  of  the
consultation. The new Neighbourhood Planning Officer was involved with the group and
had attended the recent meeting. Cllr Ellis asked the group to note that the Post Office
would be remaining open under new management and that the group would be able to
distribute consultation materials etc. at the post office.
ii.Terms of reference. It was agreed to approve the draft Terms of Reference for the
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, as circulated prior to the meeting. Proposed: Cllr
TC; seconded: Cllr AT.

7 Grass Cutting Contract
Following correspondence regarding the churchyard grass cutting contract received from
Cornwall  Council  and  reported  to  the  previous  meeting,  the  Clerk  reported  that  the
outstanding grant had been received and that the 2015 contract proposed by Cornwall
Council was identical in all respects to the 2014 contact signed by the Parish Council. The
Clerk reported that the parochial church council had indicated that they were happy for
the Parish Council to sign the new contract. It was therefore agreed 1. to authorise the
Chairman to sign the new contract on behalf of the Parish council . Proposed: Cllr GE;
seconded: Cllr RT and 2. To authorise payment to the Parochial Church Council of the
grant received for the previous year's cutting. Proposed: Cllr GE; seconded: Cllr RT.

8 Paperless Planning Grant
The Council considered how best to spend the £700 grant from Cornwall Council towards
the  additional  costs  incurred  in  moving  to  paperless  planning.  Possible  options
considered included the purchase of a laptop for use with the projector and also an A3
printer.  Cllr  Tribute agreed to look at  options with  the Clerk and to report  to a future
meeting.

9 Accounts
a To settle any accounts submitted for payment

The Clerk reported on the financial position of the Parish Council and presented accounts
for payment as follows:  

Brought forward balances: (re stated per quarter end bank reconciliation)
Current Account (net of unpresented cheques)                                                     £2,945.39
Deposit Account:                                                                                                  £32,996.22
total brought forward:                                                                                           £35,941.61

ADD: Income
Cormac, Grass cutting grant                                                                                     £160.48
Allotment rents                                                                                                            £93.50
sub-total                                                                                                                    £253.98

LESS: Expenditure
Cheques falling due before meeting (signed by PT/TS)
894 – EDF Energy Customers Ltd (St Clement WC electricity)  (VAT)                      £33.45

The following cheques were presented for signature
895 J Ashley (December and January pay including £98.88 backpay)                    £965.76
896 A Tullet, re November grass cutting (Allotments)                                              £125.00
897 Glenn Humphries Landscaping Ltd re handrail (£99 plus £19.80 VAT)            £118.80
898 St Clement Parochial Church Council re Cornwall Council
 grass cutting payment                                                                                              £160.48
Sub-total                                                                                                                £1,403.49

Carried Forward balances
Deposit Account:                                                                                                  £33,250.20
Current Account:                                                                                                    £1,541.90
Total available carried forward:                                                                            £34,792.10

Proposed: TC Seconded: GE. The Cheques were signed by  Cllrs TC and TS.
b Clerk's report.

The Clerk reported that a Precept on Cornwall Council had been submitted in the sum of
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£13,000 following the November meeting.  This would reduce the fund earmarked for
highways improvements in 2016/17 to £17,737.85. She had received notification that the
internal audit would take place on Tues 26th April.

c Request for Overtime payment
Councillors considered a request for overtime to be paid to the Clerk for additional hours
relating to attendance and administration of neighbourhood Plan Meetings in November
and January and also additional work in supplying text for the new the Neighbourhood
Plan website. It was unanimously agreed to authorise payment to the Clerk for 8 hours
overtime at the customary rate. Proposed: Cllr GE; seconded: Cllr TC.

10 Planning Applications
a Applications received since the last meeting.

PA15/11448 Treetops, Tresillian. Felling of a tree. Application withdrawn.
PA15/10279 Pencalenick School, Listed building consent for addition of door and steps to
rear  garden.  Considered  by  subcommittee  CM/GE/AT/TC.It  was  resolved  to  offer  no
objection. All in favour.
PA15/11479 21 Higher Polsue Way, Tresilian. Single storey rear extension, alherations to
window  and  door  openings,  cladding  to  upper  level.  Considered  by  subcommittee
CM/GE/AT/TC It was resolved to offer no objection. All in favour
PA15/11775 Penmount Farm, Penmount, Truro Hedgerow removal notice: widening of
A39 for safety issues; new Cornish hedge to be constructed on set back position. It was
resolved to offer no objection. All in favour.
PA15/10714 Park Cottage, St Clement. Replacement of unbuilt eco lodge with detached
single  family  dwelling  and  outbuilding,  temporary  siting  of  caravan.  Considered  by
subcommittee (all councillors); it was resolved to object on the grounds that it constituted
development in open countryside that was no longer obviously related to the eco project;
it was damaging to the AONB and would set a harmful precedent.  It was noted that Truro
City Council had also objected on similar grounds. All in favour.

b Cornwall Council Planning Decisions
PA15/11775 Penmount Farm, Penmount, Truro Hedgerow removal notice: widening of 
A39 for safety issues; new Cornish hedge to be constructed on set back position. 
Approved 21st January 2016.
PA115/11479 21 Higher Polsue Way, Tresillian. Single storey rear extension, alterations 
to window and door openings to include new openings and external cladding to upper 
level. Approved 13th January 2016.
PA15/11448 Treetops, Tresillian. Felling of a tree. Withdrawn 11th January 2016.
PA15/10894 Land NW of Courtyard Cottages, Penmount. Prior approve of Proposed 
change of use of agricultural building ot a dwellinghouse (class 3). Planning Permission 
required. 12th January 2016.
PA15/10279 Pencalenick School. Access to Pencalenick School from access to Quarry 
Cottage, St Clement. Listed Building consent for addition of door and steps to new ear 
garden, following grant of planning application ref PA15/06489. Approved with conditions.
Tuesday 19th January 2016.
PA15/10288 The Post Office, Malpas. Change of use from old post office into holiday 
retreat. Approved with conditions 5th January 2016.
PA15/09490 Bar Meadows, Malpas. New Dwelling with detached garages and annexed 
accommodation above. Refused 22nd December 2015.

c Other Planning Matters
1. The Clerk reported correspondence from Cornwall Council summarising changes to the
Local Plan requested by the inspector; these would be consulted on during February and
March and examination would be restarted in May 2016.
2.  The  Clerk  reported  on  correspondence  from  the  Cornwall  Planning  Partnership
detailing their  response to  the Housing Bill  going through Parliament.  The Clerk  was
asked to obtain the wording of the proposed removal of local connection criteria. Cllr Ellis
commented that local people ought to be given priority for housing.

11 Cornwall Councillor's Report.
Cllr Eathorne Gibbons gave an update on the Devolution Deal for Cornwall and noted that
work was being done on a business plan for the integration of Health and Social Care. A
proposal to transfer the Fire and Rescue Service  to the police Commissioner had met with
opposition, but a proposal that responsibility for Cornwall Police should be transferred to
Cornwall  Council  was  going  to  the  minister.  Cllr  Eathorne  Gibbons  also  updated
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councillors on the quarry site and developments re council tax. He noted that Cornwall
Council  were working on a sustainable design solution re the problems with  Tresillian
bridge.

12 Correspondence
a Cllr Duffin, Cornwall Council re Malpas conveniences. See agenda item.
b Mrs Emma Ball, Cornwall Council  re designation of Neighbourhood Area. See agenda

item.
c Streetworks re notice of road closure A39 Trispend from Carland to Jct Bodrean Lodge

23/11/15 – 18/12/15. Noted. 
d Mr C Stephens, holy Trinity Church, Tresillian. Request to consider donation for upkeep

of Churchyards. It was agreed to include this on the February agenda.
e A George, Cornwall Community Land Trust re local housing need. It was agreed to defer

discussion until after work on the Neighbourhood Plan had progressed.
f M Alvey re Community Flood Forum re appeal for local flood stories and pictures for the

flood forum website. Cllr Ellis agreed to enquire locally.
g P Carauna re Sunny Corner. See below
h Cllr  B  Biscoe  re  Sunny  Corner  shelter  improvement  work.  Cllrs  AT  and  GE  were

interested in attending a meeting. The Clerk was asked to reply accordingly.
i Streetworks re A39 Newquay Rd to Carland Cross rolling overnight  road closures for

maintenance of Cormac's equipment 4th Jan to 29 April. 
j CALC re funding for costs related to meeting Transparency Code. The Clerk was asked

to obtain further details.
k Cornwall  Council  re Cones for Communities.  One off  opportunity to obtain no waiting

cones for  community  event  use.  The Clerk  was asked to apply  if  there was no cost
attached, depending on the number of cones available and the ability to store them.

l Mr C Matthews, Duchy of Cornwall re memorial plaque. See agenda item.
m Cornwall Council re Changes to Local Plan. Noted.

13 To note any future diary dates
Thursday 11th February 7pm. Neighbourhood Planning Meeting (Parish Hall).

14 To agree any items for the next agenda
Councillors were asked to submit any other agenda items to the Clerk. 

15 To agree a date for the next meeting.
The date for the next meeting was agreed as 7.30pm on Wednesday 24th February 2016 
There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.12pm.
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