
 Minutes of the June Meeting of St Clement Parish Council
Held at St Clement Parish Hall at 7.30pm on Wednesday 29th June 2016

Present: 
Chairman: Cllr P Thomas;
Parish Councillors:  Cllr G Ellis;  Cllr T Stevens; Cllr R Tallis.
Cornwall Councillor: Cllr M Eathorne-Gibbons
Clerk: Mrs J Ashley
Members of the public: Mr Clive Jones. PCSO Deborah Sleeman.

Public Discussion 
At the Chairman's invitation, Mr Jones introduced himself as a Tresillian resident and
Probus Councillor. He stated a wish to support the parish council and expressed the
view that parish councils should work together, particularly in view of the impact of
central  government  cuts  and  the  increasing  difficulty  of  resisting  large  planning
applications  which  were  opposed  by  local  residents.  Cllr  Eathorne  Gibbons
commented  that  Cornwall  Council  needed  to  have  solid  grounds  to  refuse  any
application, as otherwise the presumption was in favour of approval. There being no
further  questions  from  members  of  the  public,  the  Chairman  opened  the  meeting
proper.

1 To receive apologies for absence

Cllr T Cowling; Cllr A Tribute (illness); Cllr C Matta
2 To receive any Declarations of Interest/requests for dispensations from members

Cllr Ellis declared an interest re item 5. There were no requests for dispensations.
3 Minutes

The draft minutes of the May meeting as circulated were approved as a true and correct
record and signed by the Chairman. Proposed: Cllr RT Seconded: Cllr GE
The draft minutes of the joint meeting with the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group held
on Tuesday 24th May 2016 were approved as a true and correct record and signed by the
Chairman. Proposed: GE; seconded: RT.

4 Police
The Chairman welcomed PSCO Sleeman to the meeting. The Clerk noted that Police had
reported a garage burglary in Tresillian and youths messing about in the road at  the
Probus end of he village in the early hours of the morning. Anyone with further information
was asked to call 101.Cllr Ellis asked PSCO Sleeman if she could provide information
about the circumstances of recent collisions with the bridge, for example, if  they were
associated with speeding or alcohol. PSCO Sleeman said that she would do her best, but
that the police team were now very short staffed as one was being seconded elsewhere
and another was about to go on maternity leave. Councillors had no other matters to raise
with the Police.

8 Matters Arising
a Allotments

The Clerk reported that she had signed up a new tenant for plot 9 and had received two
other enquiries. Cllr Thomas reported that councillors had visited the site after the last
meeting and that he had been pleased with the appearance of the site. It was noted that
the grass should be cut before the open day on 17 th July. He noted that Mr Buddell had
expressed a desire to plant fruit trees in an area of the site. The Clerk stated that if this
resulted  in  the  loss  of  a  plot,  the  reduction  in  rental  income  would  mean  that  the
allotments would be unlikely to break even. It was agreed to request a meeting with the
Allotment Association prior to the August meeting, which would need to consider 2017/18
rents.

b Public Conveniences
The Clerk reported that she had had no further contact from the solicitors, although she
had chased the matter.

c Highway Matters
The Clerk reported that she had contacted Cormac about the Traffic Regulation Order; it
had passed the public consultation however it would be at least three months before any
works would take place as a result.
The Clerk reported that Mr Bidgood had provided  her with a drawing of the extent of the
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public  highway  around  the  church  in  St  Clement  in  response  to  an  enquiry  about  a
parking dispute. She was asked to make enquiries of the church and the Duchy about the
rights across the area in question. Cllr Tallis noted that some people would no longer go
to  church  after  notes  had  been  left  on  their  windscreens.  She  also  reported
correspondence from Mr Sutton about Tresillian bridge and Mr Jeans about the road
through Devil's Arch. The Clerk was asked to forward Mr Sutton's letter to Mr Bidgood and
to send a copy to the Clerk of St Michael Penkivel, as the approach to the bridge was in
their parish.  It was agreed to bring up the suggestion of an 'access only'  sign at the
Highway's  sub-committee  meeting,  though  councillors  commented  that  this  might  be
ineffective  on  a  public  through  road.  Cllr  Stephens  noted  that  the  road  surface  was
breaking up outside the hall (turning left).

d Seat Dedication
The Clerk reported that she had obtained the a plaque and a piece of slate that had been
drilled ready to affix to the wall. The plaque was passed to Cllr Ellis to install.

6 Public Consultation re Tresillian Post Office.
Councillor Ellis withdraw for the duration of the following item. The Clerk reported that the
Post Office consultation period was now open for responses until  19 th July 2016. She
summarised the  points  raised by the public  at  the meeting of  4 th April.  A  discussion
followed about the Parish Council's response. It was noted that many small garages has
closed  locally  and  that  the  village  could  be  left  without  a  post  office  in  such
circumstances.  Councillors  commented  that  the  consultation  letter  had  indicated  that
parking was available on the highway, but that this appeared to refer to the layby in front
of the village shop. Councillors considered that to the move the post office to the garage
would disadvantage elderly customers who would have to cross a busy forecourt; there
would be a potential conflict between pedestrians and motorists. The proposal to open the
garage at 6am would be of little help to local residents but would cause a noise nuisance
from traffic and noisy machinery, such as the car wash. It was resolved that the Clerk
should write a letter objecting to the proposals on the above grounds and also on the
grounds cited at the public meeting and in correspondence.  Proposed: TS; seconded:
RT. Cllr Eathorne Gibbons commented that he would also be objecting strongly to the
proposals. Councillor Ellis rejoined the meeting at this point.

7 Neighbourhood Plan
Minutes of the June meeting of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group circulated prior to
the meeting were noted. The Chairman reported that Mrs Jones had agreed to act as
secretary  for  the  group  and  Mrs  Nicholson  as  Finance  Coordinator.  Work  on  the
preparation of a questionnaire was almost complete. It was agreed that members of the
steering group should declare interests in the same way as councillors.

8 Purchase of Bench
The Clerk reported that Mr Jon James had confirmed that the matter of a licence to site a
bench at Sunny Corner could be dealt with by way of exchange of letters with a location
plan.  Mr Caruana had confirmed that  the friends of  Sunny Corner wished to site the
bench adjacent to the road on the concrete area at the top of the steps, feet facing the
low wall, in such a way as to offer the best view. Green was preferred as a colour for the
bench. The Parish Council was invited to the opening at Sunny Corner on 14 th August at
3pm with cream tea provided. The Clerk reported that she had obtained quotations from
the following manufacturers:
Streetmaster (Green Clarendon bench with arms, rawl bolt fittings). Earth Anchors and
David Ogilvie Engineering. Councillors thought that the Streetmaster and Ogilvie benches
would be a better match to the other benches and would be more likely to withstand
damage from barbecues than the Earth Anchors seat. The lengthy order period for the
Ogilvie bench meant that the seat was unlikely to arrive in time to be installed before the
opening.  It  was  therefore  resolved  to  purchase  two  of  the  Streetmaster  Clarendon
benches at (one for Sunny Corner and one to replace the dilapidated bench on the river
bank at Tresillian) in the total sum of £1,485.60 (including £247.60 VAT) and the Clerk
was  instructed  to  place  the  order  on  behalf  of  the  Parish  Council.  Proposed:  GE;
seconded: RT.

9 Tresillian War Memorial
Councillors discussed the question of future ownership of the War Memorial and agreed
that an approach should be made to the trustees of the Memorial Playing Field via Rev
Lynda Barley, as the Church had been an instigator of the project.
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10 Information Board, Tresillian
Cllr Ellis said that he had asked village improvement group whether they wished to make
use of the board. To be followed up once the group have had an opportunity to discuss
the matter.

10 a Paperless Planning
The Clerk reported that Cllr Tribute had been researching equipment but asked that the
item be deferred as he was not present to give his report.

11 Accounts
a To settle any accounts submitted for payment

The Clerk reported on the financial position of the Parish Council and presented accounts
for payment as follows:  

Correction to May minutes:
Cheque no 926 was signed at the meeting, but omitted from the minutes in error. This is
corrected below.

Brought forward balances: 
Deposit Account (net of unpresented cheques)                                                   £34,269.17
Current Account:                                                                                                  £  3,731.78
total brought forward:                                                                                           £38,000.95

ADD: Income                                                                                                                    
Allotments rent (July – Sept quarter)                                                                            £8.50

LESS: Expenditure
926 Tresillian Village Hall Committee re hall hire 2 hours 04.04.16 & 4h 12.04.16    £48.00
The following cheque was signed prior to the meeting by PT and TS:
927 EDF Energy re electricity, public conveniences, St Clement (inc. £1.60 VAT)    £33.64
The following cheques were presented for signature: 
928 J Ashley re June Salary, overtime and backpay, less overpayment                  £500.55
929 Mr A Tullett re Allotment grass cutting                                                               £125.00
930 Truro City Council re Cleaning St Clement conveniences (inc £60 VAT)          £360.00
 Sub-total                                                                                                               £1,067.19

Carried Forward balances
Cash in hand                                                                                                                 £8.50
Deposit Account:                                                                                                  £34,269.17
Current Account:                                                                                                    £2,664.59
Total available carried forward:                                                                            £36,942.26

Proposed: RT Seconded: TS. The Cheques were signed by  Cllrs RT and TS.
b Clerk's report and budget update

The  Clerk  reported  that,  as  a  result  the  Annual  Return  had  been  submitted  and
acknowledged and that the Accounting Statements and accompanying Declaration that
the accounts were unaudited, together with the Notice of commencement of period of the
exercise of public rights had now been published on the website, and copied to Grant
Thornton as required.
The Clerk reported that  she had received the Parish Council's  insurance documents,
following  renewal.  The salary  overpayment  referred to  in  the  May minutes had been
corrected by the accountants (see above).

9 Planning Applications
a Applications received since the last meeting.

PA16/04773 Victoria Cottage, Malpas. Listed building consent re demolition of two storey
flat  roof  extension  and  single  storey  lean-to  extension,  partial  demolition  of  existing
external store and erection of two storey and single storey extension including terraced
area. It was resolved to offer no objection. Proposed: GE/seconded: RT. All in favour.

b Cornwall Council Planning Decisions
PA16/02562  Land  rear  of  Vounder  A390  Tresillian.  Outline  Planning  permission  with
some matters reserved (access). Erection of detached dwelling. Approved with conditions
22nd June 2016.
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c Other Planning Matters
The Clerk reported that she had been notified of appeals re PA15/10714 Park Cottage St
Clement  (replacement  of  single  unbuilt  eco lodge  with  detached dwelling and also in
relation to PA15/10894, which related to the question of whether planning permission was
necessary  for  a  change  of  use  from  an  agricultural  building  to  a  dwelling  house.
Councillors reported that excavations were taking place on Park Farm which appeared to
be related to the access to the site adjoining Bar Meadows, which had recently been
refused  planning  permission.  The Clerk  was  asked  to  report  this  to  the  enforcement
officer as a possible breach.

10 Cornwall Councillor's Report.
Cllr Eathorne Gibbons noted the comments regarding Tresillian Post Office parking and 
said that he would raise the matter with Highways. He would also write formally in 
response to the Post Office consultation. He reported that the issues regarding the 
integration of Health and Social Care were complicated by government directions, and 
progress was slow whilst arguments continued over respective roles. He was also 
pursuing Truro Rugby Club with regard to floodlights.

11 Correspondence
a Marie Curie re new local ambassador. Clerk to pass details to  TRAM or Mr Littlejohn for

website.
b Sarah Newton MP re post office consultation. The Clerk reported that she had forwarded

minutes of the public meeting of 4th April to Mrs Newton.
c Mr Paul Caruana re invitation to Sunny Corner opening 14 th August 3pm. The Clerk was

asked to accept.
d CALC re training. Noted.
e Mr Jones re interest in joining Parish Council. See public participation.
f CALC/Cornwall  Council  re  Governance  Review  Events.  18th July  Fal  Theatre,  Truro

College 7-9 pm.
g Came and Co. Insurance renewal documents.
h Mr  Evely  re  chancel  repair  liability.  The  Clerk  reported  that  she  had  advised  him to

contact the church.
i Mr N Jeans re Devils Arch through traffic. See agenda item.
j Mrs Shirley Anderson re defibrillator. The Clerk was asked to find out more about the cost

and include as an agenda item for the next meeting.
k St Clement Parochial Church Council re lottery funding. Noted.
l Cruse Bereavement Care re AGM Tues 26th July 7.30pm. Noted.
m Camborne Town Council re recreation ground. It was agreed to sign the petition on behalf

of the parish council.
n CALC re advice on Neighbourhood Plan steering group question.
o Cornwall Council  Communities and Devolution Newsletter. Noted. The Clerk agreed to

pass on details of the food project to Mrs Jeans.
p Mr Jones re Allotments. See agenda item.
q Cornwall Flood forum re conference/AGM Thurs 6th October 9.30am – 4pm Truro Town

Hall (free of charge, includes lunch). The Clerk was asked to remind the other members
of this at the next meeting.

r Grant Thornton LLP re acknowledgement of Annual Return.
s Post Office re Consultion on relocation of Tresillian Post Office to garage.

12 To note any future diary dates
Thursday 14th July 2016 7pm St Clement Parish Hall – Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group Meeting
Truro and Roseland Network Panel Tuesday 19th July 2016 7pm Gerrans Parish Hall.
Highways Sub-committee meeting Tuesday 26th July 2016 303pm St Clement Parish Hall

13 To agree any items for the next agenda
It was agreed to include the following:
Councillors were asked to submit any further agenda items to the Clerk. 

14 To agree a date for the next meeting.
The date for the next meeting was agreed as  7.30pm on Wednesday 27th July 2016 
There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 10.00pm.
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