
 Minutes of the May Meeting of St Clement Parish Council
Held at St Clement Parish Hall at 7.30pm on Wednesday 24th May 2016

Present: 
Chairman: Cllr P Thomas;
Parish Councillors:  Cllr T Cowling; Cllr G Ellis; Cllr C Matta; Cllr T Stevens; Cllr R Tallis; Cllr 
A Tribute.
Cornwall Councillor: Cllr M Eathorne-Gibbons
Clerk: Mrs J Ashley
Members of the public: None.

Public Discussion 
As there were no members of the public in attendance, the Chairman opened the meeting
proper.
1 Election of Chairman

It was unanimously resolved to re-elect Cllr P Thomas as Chairman of the Parish Council
for the coming year. Proposed: RT; Seconded: GE.

2 To receive apologies for absence

None
3 To receive any Declarations of Interest from members

None received.
4 Election of Vice-Chairman

It was unanimously resolved to re-elect Cllr T Cowling as Vice-Chairman of the Parish
Council for the coming year. Proposed: RT; seconded: AT.

5 Minutes
The draft minutes of the April meeting as circulated were approved as a true and correct
record and signed by the Chairman. Proposed: Cllr GE Seconded: Cllr AT

6 To Elect a representative to the County Executive Committee of CALC
It  was  unanimously  resolved  to  re-elect  Cllr  T  Cowling  as  the  Parish  Council's
representative on the County Executive Committee of CALC. Proposed: GE; seconded:
RT.

7 Police
Councillors had no new matters to raise with the Police.

8 Matters Arising
a Public Conveniences

It was resolved that the Clerk should write to the West Briton pointing out that the Parish
Council was making a financial contribution to the running of the conveniences at Malpas.
Proposed: GE; seconded: RT. All in favour.

b Highway Matters
The Clerk reported that a Highways Sub-committee meeting had taken plan on Tuesday
24th May at 3.30pm at St Clement Parish Hall, at which the following were present: Cllr
Ellis; Cllr Thomas; Cllr Matta; Mr V Bidgood (Cormac). Apologies were received from Cllr
Tallis (work commitments). The meeting discussed local Highways issues as follows:
Wheel Inn Trash Screen. The lower screen had been cleared, and the vegetation around
the upper screen also, but the debris blocking the upper screen was not yet cleared. Mr
Bidgood  to  chase.  Cllr  Ellis  commented  that  large  stones  could  pass  through  the
damaged railings and block the gully.
Tresillian Bridge. Mr Bidgood reported that Cornwall Council were looking at widening the
bridge, with a footway. It was noted that any major road improvements had to consider
the needs of vulnerable road users. Cllr Matta commented to Mr Bidgood that this would
be an opportune time to consider extending the cycle lane.
New Cycleway (Truro to Pencalenick). This was now open and already in use. Councillors
commented that it was very welcome and that a member of Truro Cycling Club had been
very complimentary. Mr Bidgood reported that a safety audit of the new cycleway had
identified a potentially hazardous gap and drop by the bridge on the downhill side; this
had now been fenced.
Polwhele School.  Footpath improvement works were now underway. Cllr  Thomas said
that the signage needed improvement; Mr Bidgood noted that a 20mph sign could not be
put on an A road. Cllr Thomas reported that when the Buckshead roundabout had been
closed for four nights, the school and some neighbouring properties had not been notified
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by letter and that the closure had coincided with a school concert.
Newquay Rd surfacing. Cllr  Thomas reported that  a length of  road surface had been
removed near Jack Harvey's premises. Mr Bidgood thought that this would be because
there were still kerbing works to do.
Traffic  Regulation Order.  Cllr  Ellis  noted that  implementation of  the waiting restricting
outside the Post Office would be relevant to the forthcoming Post Office Consultation on
the siting of counter services in the village.
St Clement. Mr Bidgood noted the the presence of the pothole at the top of the road into
the village, previously reported. 
Bridleway/ PROW (Park Lane). The condition of the road surface was raised once more.
Mr Bidgood commented that this would be a matter for the Countryside Team, whose
resources were very limited.  It  would receive attention proportionate to its use by the
public (on foot or by horse, but not by bicycles or cars). The Clerk was asked to email
further details of condition and use to Mr Bidgood, who would liaise with the Countryside
Team.
Kiggon Bridge/ planted boat. The Clerk reported correspondence about a collision with
Kiggon Bridge. Cllr Ellis thought that this referred to damage to the planted boat, which
had happened during works on the new cycleway. This had now been repaired.
Creekside Drain. The condition of the public footpath at the back of Creekside, affecting
drainage to A390 had been reported by the Clerk to PROW. The Clerk was asked to send
further details to VB, who agreed to chase for a response.
A390 Corridor. It was noted that a programme of improvements was planned, which was
designed to keep traffic moving, albeit at a slower but steady speed.
The next meeting of the Highways Sub-committee would take place on Tuesday 26 th July
2016 at 3.30pm at St Clement Parish Hall.
Cllr Eathorne-Gibbons reported that he would be riding a tandem with Cllr Egerton the
following day to mark the opening of the cycleway. He reported that he was talking to
Highways  regarding  car  parking  in  Malpas  and  needed as  much  correspondence  as
possible to support his case. It was noted that correspondence on the subject would also
be of interest to the Neighbourhood Plan Steering group. Cllr Ellis suggested that a car
park could be of use to the harbourmaster to lay up boats out of season, generating an
income for Cornwall Council, as the main use would be seasonal.
Cllr  Tallis  asked  for  a  letter  to  be  sent  to  Cornwall  Council  reminding  them of  their
responsibility for the public bridleway in case anyone should have an accident; Cllr Matta
suggested asking for clarification on whose responsibility it was to maintain the surface.
Cllr Tallis thought that at least 50 walkers per day passed his property on foot, as the
bridleway formed part of a circular walk.
Cllr Ellis asked that a letter be sent to St Michael Penkivel, asking them to support the
widening  of  the  bridge  and  incorporation  of  footway.  Also  a  letter  to  the  Highways
Portfolio Holder (Cllr Biscoe), with a copy to St Erme, re the cycleway.

c Allotments
It was agreed that councillors TC/RT/GE/ PT should visit the site at 5pm the following day
to look at  the grass around the trees.  The Clerk reported that  a water  bill  had been
received, but as the account was in credit by £5.49, there was nothing to pay.

d Seat Dedication
Clerk to obtain plaque.

9 Neighbourhood Plan
The Clerk reported that she had not yet received from the steering group minutes of their
most  recent  meeting.  A  joint  meeting had  been held  on 23 rd May 2016 between the
Steering Group and the Parish Council  to discuss the practical  implementation of  the
Terms of Reference for the group. Amendments to the TOR discussed by the group at the
meeting to be included on the July agenda of the Parish Council. At the group's meeting
of 12th May, it was recommended to the group that they appoint their own secretary and
finance officer in order to become more administratively self-sufficient. It resolved that the
Clerk should be permitted to sanction minor items of Steering Group expenditure below
£50.  Proposed:  GE;  seconded:  TS.  Cllr  Eathorne-Gibbons  stated  that  he  might  be
prepared to make a grant to the group if they wished to approach him.

10 Sunny corner (purchase of a seat).
The Clerk reported that Mr Caruana had identified a location for the seat, however the
land  ownership  needed clarification.  Mr  Caruana had offered to  obtain  quotations for
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suitable benches, but had been unable to attend this meeting. It was agreed to defer a
decision to the June meeting.

11 Accounts
a To settle any accounts submitted for payment

Correction: Cheque numbers incorrectly listed in April minutes. Cheque 913 was spoiled,
therefore the correct numbering of the subsequent cheques should read:
914 A Tullett – Grass cutting, allotments                                                                  £125.00
915 BJ Press Ltd –  re leaflets (Neighbourhood Plan)                                              £113.00
916 J Ashley – reimbursement re stationery/light refreshments for 
       Neighbourhood Plan public events (inc £12.16 VAT)                                          £84.91
917 M Edwards reimbursement re light refreshments (Malpas
       Neighbourhood Plan public event)  (inc VAT 32p)                                               £10.38
918 South & West Internal Audit re Internal Audit fee                                               
£175.00
919 Cornwall Association of Local Councils re subscription (inc VAT £35.38)        £360.83

The Clerk reported on the financial position of the Parish Council and presented accounts
for payment as follows:  

Brought forward balances: 
Deposit Account (net of unpresented cheques)                                                   £38,269.17
Current Account:                                                                                                  £  1,552.83
total brought forward:                                                                                           £39,822.00

ADD: Income                                                                                                                    Nil

Inter-account transfer
From deposit account                                                                                          (£4,000.00)
To Current Account                                                                                               £4,000.00

LESS: Expenditure
The following cheques were presented for signature
920 South West Water Ltd. Re Water, St Clement conveniences                              £17.86
921 Truro City Council re St Clement Conveniences, cleaning  (£450+£90 VAT)   £540.00
922 Tresillian Village Hall Committee re hall hire (Neighbourhood Plan
 and post office consultations)                                                                                    £48.00
923 J Ashley – Clerk's May salary                                                                            £433.44
924 A Tullett re grass cutting, allotments                                                                  £125.00
925 Came and Co re Annual insurance premium                                                    £656.75
 Sub-total                                                                                                               £1,821.05

Carried Forward balances
Deposit Account:                                                                                                  £34,269.17
Current Account:                                                                                                    £3,731.78
Total available carried forward:                                                                            £38,000.95

Proposed: TC Seconded: GE. The Cheques were signed by  Cllrs TC and TS.
b Clerk's report and budget update

The Clerk reported that, as a result in changes in requirements, the Parish Council now
had  to  publish  on  its  website  their  Annual  Return,  Declaration  that  the  Accounting
Statements  were  unaudited  and  Notice  for  the  commencement  of  the  period  for  the
exercise of public rights. The inspection period had to include the first 10 working days of
July, therefore could not begin prior to Friday 3rd June. A copy of the notice was to be
submitted with the Annual Return.
The Clerk reported that she had noticed an error on one of her 2015/16 payslips in the
course  of  preparing  the  accounts.  She  had  queried  this  with  the  accountants,  who
confirmed that they had miscalculated a sum for backpay, resulting in an overpayment.
She agreed to ask them to make the necessary adjustments on her June payslip. The
Clerk reported that she had purchased two toner cartridges during the month, but would
not seek reimbursement until the overpayment had been corrected.
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c Re-appointment of Internal Auditor
After  discussion,  it  was  resolved  to  re-appoint  South  and  West Internal  Audit  as the
internal auditors for the Parish Council for the coming year.  Proposed: GE; seconded:
AT.  Councillors  noted  that  Mr  Abraham  was  well  qualified  and  experienced,  having
worked formerly for the Audit Commission.

d To appoint a member to inspect and improve the quarterly accounts.
It  was resolved to appoint Cllr  Tribute to inspect  and approve the quarterly accounts.
Proposed: GE; seconded: RT.

e Insurance arrangements for the coming year.
Councillors considered quotations received via brokers Came and Co from Aviva, Hiscox
and Ecclesiastical. The Clerk confirmed that she had enquired about removing cover for
mowers and machinery and also whether the war memorial plaque could be insured. The
brokers had advised that these amendments would make no difference to the quotation
and suggested amending the cover in year once ownership and responsibility for the new
war memorial had been formalised, as the Parish Council would need to be able to prove
that it was responsible for the memorial in order to insure it. It was suggested that the
Clerk should write to the Vicar (Rev Linda Barley). It was noted that Lord Falmouth had
paid for the granite. It was agreed that the War Memorial should be discussed at the June
meeting. It was resolved to enter into a 3 year agreement with Ecclesiastical Insurers and
to accept their quotation in the sum of £656.75 for insurance via Came and Co for the
coming year.

f To consider grass cutting arrangement for the allotments for the coming year
After discussion, it was resolved to continue to use the services of Mr Tullett for grass
cutting at the allotments. Proposed: RT; seconded: GE.

g To approve the draft financial statements.
It was resolved to approve the draft financial statements. Proposed: GE Seconded: TC.
The Clerk was asked to send a letter of thanks to Lang Bennetts for operating the Parish
Council's payroll pro bono. All in favour.

12 Employment Matters (review of Clerk's Pay and conditions).
After discussion, the following resolutions were agreed:

1. It was resolved to pay the Clerk an allowance of £4 per week for the additional
costs of working at home, as allowed by the Clerk's contract of employment, to
commence immediately (from 1st June 2016). Proposed GE; seconded:TC

2. It was resolved that the Clerk should be entitled to claim mileage for use of the
car on Parish Council business at the rate of 40p per mile, as allowed for by the
Clerk's contract of employment. Proposed:GE; seconded:TC.

3. It was resolved to provide access to secure off-site storage for Parish Council
records that did not need to be regularly consulted, but were not ready to be
archived. The Clerk was also authorised to purchase plastic storage boxes as
required. Proposed: GE; seconded: TC

4. It was resolved to apply the new National pay settlement agreed by the National
Joint Council for Local Government services, so that the Clerk's hourly pay would
increase to £11.302 with effect from and backdated to 1st April 2016, as an annual
increment  to spinal  point  24 effective  from that  date  had been agreed at  the
meeting of 19th November 2015. Proposed; GE; seconded.TC.

5. It was also resolved to award an annual increment to Spinal Point 25 on the same
pay scale to be effective from 1st April 2017, such that the hourly rate payable to
the Clerk would increase to £11.777. Proposed: GE; seconded: TC

6. It was resolved to increase the basic hours of the Clerk by 3.5 hours to 43.5 hours
per month with effect from and backdated to 1st April 2016 in recognition of the
additional  duties  arising  from  the  new  Highways  Sub-Committee,  additional
administration arising from the move to paperless planning and the upkeep of the
Parish Council's websites. Proposed: GE; seconded: TC.

7. It was also agreed that the Clerk should not be required to attend Neighbourhood
Plan Steering Group meetings and that the group should take on more of its own
administrative functions by appointing a secretary and finance co-ordinator, as
the project was generating a significant amount of overtime. As the steering group
was now established, this would be an opportune time for the Clerk to reduce her
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involvement with the group. Proposed: GE ;seconded: TC.
The Clerk confirmed that she was happy to remain in post in the light of the above and
thanked the councillors for their consideration of her concerns.

9 Planning Applications
a Applications received since the last meeting.

PA16/03950 Hollyville Tresillian. Addition of dormer windows to create room in roof. It
was resolved to offer no objection. Proposed TC; seconded GE. All in favour. 
PA16/04320  and  PA16/03184  Pencalenick  Lodge.  Applications  for  Listed  Building
consent and planning consent for extension and alterations to dwellinghouse including
partial demolition and replacement of part of modern rear extension and installation of
dormer windows. It was resolved to offer no objection to either application. Proposed: GE/
seconded: RT. All in favour.

b Cornwall Council Planning Decisions
PA16/0156 10 Primrose Terrace, Tresilian. Remove dilapidated conservatory and replace
with new sunroom. Approved 29th April 2016.
PA16/02789  Waterway,  2  Riviera  Estate,  Malpas.  Construction  of  first  floor  rear
extension. Approved 9th May 2016.

c Other Planning Matters
None

10 Cornwall Councillor's Report.
Cllr  Eathorne-Gibbons stated that  he was delighted that the Clerk had agreed to
remain in post and asked that it be minuted that the Parish Council was well-served
by an excellent clerk who worked very hard behind the scenes. 

Cllr Eathorne-Gibbons reported that he had been appointed as a Non-executive director
of a independent group, CorServe, encompassing Cormac, Cornwall  Housing, the
Airport and the joint venture with Nottingham. He also reported with regard to the
integration of Health and Social Care that the policy and scrutiny sides were being
integrated and that he had been appointed as Vice-Chairman of the new committee.
NHS  England  would  take  great  interest  in  the  integration,  particularly  as  the
commissioning group and RCHT were in deficit. He then invited councillors to raise
an issues of  their  own. Cllr  Tallis  remarked that  it  was a  pity  that  the voting on
Cornwall Councillors'  own pay rise had not been recorded. Cllr Eathorne-Gibbons
commented that although he had not been present, he gathered that concern had
been  expressed  by  some  about  the  process.  The  last  substantive  changes  to
Councillors' remuneration had been in 2009, and weight had been given to the report
of an external consultant.

11 Correspondence
a CALC re Transparency Fund (rolling programme of funding). Noted.
b L Dobel. Email re bridge and Kiggon and flytipping at end of Pencalenick Driveway. Clerk

to look and report.
c CALC re Briefing on Queen's Speech. Noted.
d CALC re new salary scales (see agenda item).
e Polwhele School re traffic calming measures for the school entrance. See agenda item.
f Copyright Licensing Agency Ltd re Public Administration Licence. A licence fee of £128

plus  VAT  would  license  the  council  to  scan/store  electronically  or  email  copyright
documents . NALC had issued a response to the letter, as many councils had received
similar  letters,  recommending  that  if  councils  adopted  a  policy  that  no  third  party
information was to be copied other than as required by law, no licence would be required,
provided that this policy was followed.

g Highways  re  surface  dressing schedule.  It  was  noted  that  Trelander  North  would  be
closed for 7 days at some time before the end of September. 

h Cormac re Grass cutting agreement (churchyard). The Clerk asked councillors to note
that the council would need to invoice Cormac on completion of the works, but in any
case prior to 30th November 2016.

i Mr B Cook via Cllr B Biscoe re Sunny Corner. Clerk to ask Mr Cook to clarify the location
as councillors could not identify it from the description in the letter, and to report the bin to
Andy Brigden.

12 To note any future diary dates
Thursday 16th June 2016 7pm St Clement Parish Hall – Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group Meeting
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13 To agree any items for the next agenda
It was agreed to include the following:
Paperless planning (purchase of A3 format printer and new laptop)
Sunny Corner bench
War Memorial
Councillors were asked to submit any further agenda items to the Clerk. 

14 To agree a date for the next meeting.
The date for the next meeting was agreed as  7.30pm on Wednesday 29th June 2016 
There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.25pm.
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