
Draft Minutes of the October Meeting of St Clement Parish Council
Held at St Clement Parish Hall at 7.30pm on Wednesday 26th October 2016

Present: 
Chairman: Cllr P Thomas;
Parish Councillors:  Cllr T Cowling; Cllr G Ellis: Cllr C Matta;  Cllr T Stevens; Cllr R Tallis, Cllr 
A Tribute
Cornwall Councillor: Cllr M Eathorne-Gibbons
Clerk: Mrs J Ashley
Members of the public: Mr G Doherty.

Public Discussion 
The Chairman welcomed those present to the meeting and invited questions from members
of the public in attendance. Mr Doherty informed councillors that the new war memorial in
Tresillian  had  now been engraved  in  time for  Remembrance  Sunday.  The stonemason's
invoice, a copy of which he presented to the Parish Council, had been paid  with an interest-
free loan (from Mr Doherty) and Mr Doherty and the other orgnanisers of the project were now
attempting to raise public donations to meet the cost of the work (£980). He requested that
the Parish Council receive the donations and hold them in trust on behalf of the group, as
they  had  no  bank account  of  their  own.  Mr  Doherty  invited  councillors  to  the  service  of
remembrance (10.30am for 11am).
Mr Doherty also asked if the Parish Council could help establish ownership of the footpath to
the rear of Creekside, and in particular a tree overhanging the path, growing directly out from
the bank and overhanging a neighbouring property. Cllr Ellis noted that the condition of the
path had been reported to Cornwall Council, but the Clerk was asked to follow this up.
There being no further questions the chairman opened the meeting proper.

1 To receive apologies for absence

Cllr Eathorne-Gibbons (part)
2 To receive any Declarations of Interest/requests for dispensations from members

None received
3 Minutes

Cllr Tallis to be deleted from the list of those present at the September meeting. With this
correction, the draft minutes of the September meeting as circulated were approved as a
true and correct record and signed by the Chairman. Proposed: Cllr CM; Seconded: Cllr
AT

4 Police
The Clerk noted that the police had reported damage to a BT cabinet in Malpas, thought to
have been caused by a vehicle. Councillors had no items to report to the Police.

5 Matters Arising
a Allotments

The Clerk reported that she and Cllr Tallis had met Mr Tullett on site on 25th October with
Mrs Sutton and Mrs Jones to discuss the practicalities of ideas to save money on grass
cutting. Mr Tullett thought that membrane of the vacant plots might work, but the edges
would need to be properly done and weighted so that it did not cause problems with the
mower. It would need to be done when the grass had just been cut. A 5m roll width would
be  ideal,  as  he  thought  that  overlaps  would  cause  problems.  He thought  that  asking
allotment holders to cut the paths around their plots could lead to the site becoming untidy,
if  the  grass  was  cut  at  different  times  or  not  at  all;  he  would  be  concerned  that  his
professional reputation might suffer by association. He said that the area with the trees
took a lot of time – two and a half hours per cut. His bill could be reduced by omitting this
area,  but  the grass  was  growing  strongly,  and  the  area  might  start  to  look  unsightly.
Leaving longer between cuts in this area would make the job much more difficult and he
would be reluctant to undertake it again if it was left too long. He noted that the trees would
suppress the growth of the grass in time.  Cllr Tallis added that he thought that  Mr Tullett
did not want to be associated with 'half a job'. He also agreed that the membrane might not
look very good and it would be difficult to cut tight to it. He commented that Mr Tullett cut
the grass at a very low cost as a contribution to the village. Cllr Thomas and Cllr  Ellis
proposed putting woodchip around the trees, possibly after using Roundup. It was agreed
to  leave  the  membrane  in  abeyance.  Cllr  Tallis  noted  that  hedge  cuttings  had  been
dumped next to the houses. The Clerk was asked to write to the residents thought to be
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responsible.  The Clerk reported that  a new tenant  had been found for plot  23.  It  was
resolved to authorise the Clerk to let one of the vacant plots to a person from Grampound,
living just outside the Probus parish border. Proposed: RT/TC All in favour.

b Public Conveniences
The  Clerk  reported  that  the  lease  had  been  signed  and  that  she  had  executed  a
declaration confirming that Cornwall Council had served notice that there was no right to
extend the lease. It was agreed to reimburse the Clerk in the sum of £5 for the cost of
swearing  the  oath.  Proposed:  GE;  seconded:  RT.Cllr  Eathorne-Gibbons  entered  the
meeting.  He reported  that  there  was no official  confirmation  as  yet  from the  Maritime
service as to their intentions regarding the funding of the Malpas conveniences.

c Highway Matters
The Clerk reported that she had received notification of an overnight road closure at Idless
between 26th and 27th October. It was agreed that the next Highways meeting should be
held on Tuesday 29th November 2016 at 3.30pm. 

d Purchase of A3 printer.
The printer had not yet arrived.

e Maintenance of Assets
Cllr Tribute reported that he had inspected the Malpas benches and that they could do with
rubbing down and oiling, but seemed to be in reasonable condition otherwise. Cllr Stevens
commented  similarly  on  the  St  Clement  benches.  Clerk  to  proposed  works  to  the
Community payback team. The Clerk was asked to order a spare key for the bus shelter
noticeboard.

f Sponsorship of benches
The Clerk reported that permission was awaited from Tregothnan and the Duchy for the
benches for Mrs Hendra and Mrs Smith. The person who had enquired about sponsoring a
bench at  Sunny Corner  had chosen to  make a donation to  the Sunny Corner  project
instead. Clerk to write to the person who expressed an interest in sponsoring a bench near
the Heron Inn.

g War Memorial
It  was  resolved  to  make  a  donation  of  £17  to  Tresillian  and  Lamorran  with  Merther
Parochial Church Council and the same amount to St Clement Parochial Church Council
towards the cost of a Remembrance Day wreath (section 137 of Local Govt Act 1972).
Proposed RT/ seconded TC.
It  was  resolved  that  the  Council  should  make  an  application  to  Cornwall  Council  for
Community Chest Funding towards the cost of engraving the new memorial and also that
the Council should hold in trust any public donations towards the cost, as requested by Mr
Doherty. Proposed: RT/ seconded: TC.

6 Neighbourhood Plan
It was agreed to reimburse Mrs Nicholson for the cost of stationery for the questionnaire in
the sum of £63.97 and to pay Tresillian Village Hall £10 for the hire of the hall for the joint
meeting held between the steering group and St Erme. Proposed:CM Seconded: TC

7 Tresillian Village Improvements
It was resolved to purchase daffodil bulbs for the next stage of the village improvements in
the  sum of  £92.34  from Fentongollan  Farm.  Proposed:  TC;  seconded:GE.  Councillors
commended the efforts of those involved in the project and noted their recent award.

8 Accounts
a To settle any accounts submitted for payment

The Clerk reported on the financial position of the Parish Council and presented accounts
for payment as follows:  
The Clerk asked councillors to note that the brought forward current account balance had
been corrected in the figures below (mistyped as £1634.44 in the August minutes).

Brought forward balances: 
Deposit Account (net of unpresented cheques)                                                   £38,130.56 
Current Account:                                                                                                  £  2,796.42
total brought forward:                                                                                           £40,926.98
ADD: Income

Allotment rents                                                                                                           £170.00
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Donation – Mrs Tillgren                                                                                                £76.95
Subtotal:                                                                                                                     £246.95

LESS: Expenditure
Cheques signed prior to the meeting:
948 MA Grigg Ltd – tree ties and stakes for allotments
 ( signed by TS; PT prior to meeting)                                                                           £20.23

Cheques presented for signature at the meeting
949 J Ashley –  salary                                                                                                £508.97
950 Grant Thornton LLP – Audit fee (inc £20 VAT)                                                   £120.00
951 Mrs H Nicholson – Stationery for Neighbourhood Plan
 Questionnaire (inc £10.66 VAT)                                                                                  £63.97
952 Cheque spoiled
953 Cornwall Council – Malpas conveniences running cost contribution                   £870.00
954 Truro Methodist Church – Hall Hire Neighbourhood Plan steering group             £10.00
955 Fentongollan Farms – daffodil bulbs Tresillian village improvements
   (£15.39 VAT inc)                                                                                                       £92.34
956 Tresillian and Lamorran with Merther PCC – Remembrance Wreath                   £17.00
957 St Clement Parochial Church Council – Remembrance Wreath                           £17.00
 Sub-total   
                                                                                                                                £1,719.51
Carried Forward balances
Deposit Account:                                                                                                   £38,377.51
Current Account:                                                                                                     £1,076.91
Total available carried forward:                                                                             £39,454.42
Proposed: TC Seconded: TS who also signed the cheques.

b Clerk's report and budget update
The Clerk reported that the Annual Return had been received back from Grant Thornton.
They had no comment to make as to the figures on the report, but noted that the wrong
end date had been entered on the Notice of Period for the exercise of electors' rights and
advised the council to ensure that the notice period was correctly calculated in future. This
and the Notice of Conclusion of Audit would now be published on the council's website
The Clerk advised that Lang Bennetts had agreed to submit the Declaration of Compliance
required by the Pensions Regulator in order to meet the deadline of 1st November.

c Budget and Precept
The  Clerk  presented  figures  as  a  starting  point  for  discussion,  though  not  as  a
recommendation. It was noted that these figures would change in the light of discussion
and further information. These were based on the following assumptions, for simplicity and
to illustrate the Council's normal pattern of revenue expenditure: 
The Neighbourhood Plan grant would be spent or would have to be repaid..
The current budget for the Neighbourhood Plan would roll forward if unspent, but would nto
be added to.
Contributions  toward  the  running  costs  of  Malpas  Conveniences  would  remain  at  the
current level.
The earmarked fund (£2400) for St Clement Church improvements would be spent or roll
forward.
£300 allowed for works to allotments. Assumes all allotments are fully let.
Highways spend this year is assumed to be the cost quoted for the Traffic Regulation
Order.
Typical spend, net of projects, less typical income would suggest that the current level of
precept  reflects  the  typical  annual  needs  of  the  Parish.  There  was  currently   an
underspend on the highways budget as the recommendations of Cornwall  Council  with
regard to the project had changed in the light of survey results during the year which had
delayed progress; this could be rolled forward or reallocated, as the Council saw fit, or the
precept could be reduced.
The following suggestions were proposed for consideration:
Highways/streets: flashing sign (mobile); handrail at Polsue Estate; Tresillian Noticeboard
(remove or replace); Malpas Noticeboard; litter bin for Sunny Corner;  new Bus Shelter (by
shop in Tresillian). Paint bus shelter outside Carr's garage. Malpas Car park acquisition.
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Community Bus project.
Conveniences: Malpas running costs; Septic Tank (St Clement).
Increase in election reserve.
Tresillian War Memorial.
Allotments – provision for replacement of fence.
It was noted that the current limit on s137 expenditure was £7.42 per elector.
A decision was deferred to the November meeting, to allow time for further information to
be obtained on the items discussed.

9 Planning Applications
a Applications received since the last meeting.

PA16/09496 3 Park Terrace Malpas. 2 parking bays. Councillors had no objections to the 
proposals.
PA16/09406  19  Bar  Meadows.  Alterations/extensions  including  creation  of  first  floor
access.  The  Clerk  was  asked  to  respond  stating  that  although  the  council  had  no
objections to  the proposals,  it  wished to  suggest  that  conditions should be applied as
necessary to prevent access problems during the construction works. All in favour.

b Cornwall Council Planning Decisions
PA16/08558  Land  adjacent  to  the  Bungalow,  Buckshead.  Erection  of  two  disabled
dwellings. Approved 18th October 2016. Clerk to circulate comments from Planning Officer.

c Other Planning Matters
None

9A Cornwall Councillor's Report.
Cllr Eathorne Gibbons  reported that he was due to meet for discussions with Maritime
regarding Malpas. He also reported on his involvements with Health developments and the
Sustainable Transformation Plan. He also reported that Corserve Ltd were appointing a
new independent chairman and two other Non-executive directors.

10 Correspondence
a Sarah Newton MP re Tresillian Post Office. The Clerk had asked that the Parish Council be

informed of any meeting with the Post Office, in response to Mrs Newton's offer.
b Grant Thornton LLP – re Annual Return. See Clerk's report.
c Cornwall Council re Bus Shelter Maintenance responsibility audit. The Clerk was asked to

respond on behalf of the council.
d Mrs Fairbairn re St Clement Churchyard (copy of correspondence to Church). It was noted

that the Church had replied to Mrs Fairbairn directly; they had employed a new contractor
to maintain the churchyard and had asked the sexton from Truro CC to attend to the
subsiding grave. Noted.

e P Caruana re Truro Day Sun 10th September 2017. Mr Caruana was seeking pictures for a
display of photographs of old Truro. The Clerk had copied the email to the Neighbourhood
Plan Steering group. It was suggested that Mr Moor might wish to submit photographs.

f Mrs S Anderson re purchase of defibrillator. No further action required at present.
g Cornwall Council re Localism Summit and Budget priorities event Monday 31st October

2016, Wadebridge. Noted.
h Cornwall Council re Planning Conferences for local councils. The Clerk was asked to book

Cllr Matta a place on the St Austell event on 17th November at a cost of £10. All in favour.
i Kernow Matters, re Devonwall campaign. Noted.
j CALC re  opposition  to  proposal  to  extend  council  tax referendum principles to  Parish

Councillors.  The Clerk was asked to respond to the consultation,  objecting to the new
proposals.

11 To note any future diary dates
Thursday 13th October 2016 7pm St Clement Parish Hall – Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group Meeting
Highways Meeting Tuesday 29th November 2016 3.30pm St Clement Parish Hall

12 To agree any items for the next agenda
It was agreed to include the following:
Precept and Budget
Councillors were asked to submit any further agenda items to the Clerk. 

13 To agree a date for the next meeting.
The date for the next meeting was agreed as 7.30pm on Wednesday 30th November 2016 
There being no further business, the chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.30pm.
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