
Draft Minutes of the June Meeting of St Clement Parish Council
Held at St Clement Parish Hall at 7.30pm on Wednesday 28th June 2017

Present: 
Chairman: Cllr P Thomas;
Parish Councillors: Cllr G Ellis (Part); Cllr T Stevens; Cllr D Stone.
Cornwall Councillor: Cllr M Eathorne-Gibbons
Clerk: Mrs J Ashley
Public: Mr R Tallis; Mr and Mrs Hart; Mr and Mrs Humphries; Mr M O'Brien (Cornwall Council).

Public Discussion 
The Chairman welcomed those present and congratulated Cllr  Eathorne Gibbons on his re-election and
appointment to a cabinet position. He then invited questions from members of the public present. Mrs Hart
spoke regarding PA17/04328 and noted that the applicant had now amended the drainage design and that
the issue of  rainwater drainage was now less of  a concern.  She still  had objections on the grounds of
overlooking and loss of privacy, and also about access, including the ability to enter and leave the site in
forward gear and the use of the public bridleway to access the site.  Mr Humphries expressed concern that a
precedent might be set as the new property would be accessed via the bridleway. The Chairman noted that
the main concern of the parish council, following the site visit and meeting with neighbours, had been the
effect of rainwater run off and drainage design, which had now been addressed.
Mr Tallis complained that Cornwall Council had done nothing to remedy the potholes in Park Lane and that
his daughter had been off work for a month after a fall caused by one of the potholes. The Clerk read the
response  received  from  Cornwall  Council  stating  that  they  had  inspected  the  byway  and  that  it  was
considered  safe.  All  that  was  being  offered  was  cold  tarmac  for  any  volunteers  to  fill  in  the  potholes
themselves. Cllr Eathorne-Gibbons said that he would pursue the matter with Cormac/Highways.
Mr O'Brien introduced himself as the Cornwall Council Community Link Officer for Truro and the Roseland.
He had been working on the issue of parking at Malpas and access for buses, looking at opportunities for
alleviating issues now and in the future and wished to use the engagement opportunities offered by the
Parish  Council's  work  on  a  neighbourhood  plan.  As  parking  had  been  identified  as  an  issue  by  the
consultation already carried out, Mr O'Brien was invited to attend a steering group meeting to discuss the
matter. The Chairman noted that several parking spaces might be made by removing a section of hedge by
the village hall; he understood that no-one claimed ownership of the hedge.

1 a To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Cllr Cowling.

b To receive a Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Parish Councillor from Mr D Stone

It was unanimously agreed to receive the Declaration of Acceptance of Office from Mr David Stone,
which  was  signed  by  Mr  Stone  and  witnessed  by  the  Clerk  at  the  meeting.  Proposed:
GE/Seconded: TS.

2 a To receive any declarations of Interest from Members

None received.

b To receive any requests for dispensations (submitted in writing prior to the meeting)

None received.

3 Minutes

The draft minutes of the previous meeting were approved as a true and correct record and were
duly signed by the Chairman at the meeting. Proposed: TS; seconded: PT.

4 Police

There was no report from the police and councillors did not wish to raise any matter with the police.

5 Matters arising

a Allotments

The Clerk reported that one person had given up his allotment tenancy but had confirmed that he
did not want a refund on his yearly rent and had asked that this was put towards the running of the
allotments. Mr Littlejohns had agreed to take on the vacant plot. The Clerk reported that there was
a grass cutting invoice to be paid and that the rents for the year commencing 1 st October 2018
would need to be set at the August meeting so that allotment holders could be given the required
notice of any increase, and suggested that a joint meeting be held with the Tresillian Allotment
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Association prior. It was agreed to include this on the agenda for the July meeting.

b Public conveniences

The Clerk noted that the following invoices had been received in relation to the emergency works
carried out following concerns about the safety of the concrete paths around the conveniences in
St Clement: from Mr J Tallis,  to power wash the paths £37.50; from Ellis  Electrical Ltd to fit a
lockable powerpoint and waterproof box to enable the paths to be powerwashed £143.11 including
£23.85 VAT. It was unanimously agreed to approve both accounts for payment. The Clerk noted
that  the  council's  insurers  recommended regular  inspections  of  'hazardous'  trees  and  that  an
arboriculturist's opinion on the condition of the trees by the public conveniences should be sought
in the near future; she would seek prices following the meeting.

c Highway Matters

The Clerk said that  she had reported to Cornwall  Council  that  the new parking restrictions in
Tresillian were being breached; she had received an acknowledgement but no further response.
She had reported to Cornwall Council that a hedge was blocking the pavement by Mary's Pasties,
following an email from Mr Buddell; this had been attended to. The Clerk reported that she had
made contact with the police Speedwatch representative who thought that it might be possible for
Tresillian speedwatch group to be operational by the end of August. She had forwarded details of
volunteers to the police so that training could be organised.

d Benches – sponsorship and maintenance matters

The Clerk reported that a licence had been received from Tregothnan for the proposed bench by
the riverside car park in St Clement and to replace the licence for the existing bench. She had
received a quote for repairs to the bench in Malpas by the Heron Inn, but two further quotations
were required under standing orders.

6 Parish Council vacancies and co-option of new councilllors

The Clerk reported that Mr Keith Littlejohns and Mr George Doherty had applied to join the Parish
Council. She had received written confirmation from Mr Olver, Electoral Services Officer, Cornwall
Council  that the Parish Council could proceed to co-opt to the vacancies as these resulted from
the recent elections. At the Chair's invitation, Mr Littlejohns introduced himself to the Council and
described his previous experience relevant to the role of councillor. It was noted that Mr Doherty
had previously served on the Parish Council. It was unanimously resolved to co-opt Mr George
Doherty  and  Mr  Keith  Littlejohns  to  the  Parish  Council  as  Parish  Councillors.  Proposed:  TS;
seconded: PT.

7 Neighbourhood Plan

a To receive a report of the latest meeting from the steering group

The Parish Council received minutes of the Steering group meeting of 14 th June 2017and heard a
verbal report on the progress of the Landscape Character Assessment.

b To consider any financial matters including approval of expenditure and to approve any
expense claims submitted by steering group members

It was resolved to approve the payment of expenses submitted by Mrs L Jones in the sum of £9.00,
for the purchase of A3 presentation sleeves. Proposed: TS/ seconded: DS. The Clerk reported that
the a Big Lottery Awards for All grant had been awarded to the Parish Council for the next stage of
work in the Neighbourhood Plan work. She presented the budget at Appendix A submitted by the
steering group in respect of Landscape Character Assessment, Youth consultation and Housing
Needs Assessment,  as part  of  the group's  application for Awards for All  grant  funding.  It  was
resolved to approve the expenditure as set out in the budget, £240 of which would be met by the
Parish Council for venue hire from the Neighbourhood Plan budget. Proposed: TS Seconded: DS

8 Tresillian Milestone

The Council heard a request from Mr Littlejohns for assistance in locating or replacing a missing
historic  milestone  thought  to  have  been  removed  when the  road  main  road  in  Tresillian  was
widened during the 1960's. The Clerk was asked to write to Cornwall  Council  to enquire what
assistance they could offer. Cllr Eathorne-Gibbons said that he would be pleased to consider an
application for funding to his Community Chest Fund towards the reinstatement or replacement of
the milestone.
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9 Accounts

a Accounts submitted for payment

The Clerk reported on the financial position of the council and presented accounts for payment as follows. 
She asked the council to note that the account presented for the survey of St Clement Parish Hall included a 
small  amount for disbursements, in addition to the originally quoted fee of £250 plus VAT. It was resolved to 
pay the account in full. Proposed: TS; seconded: DS.

B/f balances

Current account £4,285.65

Deposit account £28,908.79

Total available £33,194.44

Income VAT Gross

Chq 917 Uncashed - 
written back

Neighbourhood Plan expenses (32p) £10.38

Total £10.38

Expenditure VAT Gross

Direct Debit NEST J Ashley pension.Emp'er £5.09 Emp'ee £ 4.07 £9.16

Direct Debit NEST J Ashley pension.Emp'er £5.09 Emp'ee £ 4.07 £9.16

Cheques signed before meeting

Chq 1006 South West Water
Ltd

Water – St Clement Public Conveniences 
(signed by PT and TS)

£26.29

Cheques presented for signature

Chq 1007 Ellis Electrical 
Engineering Ltd

Lockable power supply and waterproof box, St 
Clement conveniences

£23.85 £143.11

Chq 1008 JR Tallis Powerwash concrete, St Clement public 
conveniences

£0.00 £37.50

Chq 1009 J Ashley May and June Salary (inc homeworking 
allowance £34.66)

£0.00 £1,009.80

Chq 1010 J Ashley Reimbursement, stationery and postage 
(annual return and lottery grant)

£33.02

Chq 1011 L Jones Reimbursement – stationery (Neighbourhood 
Plan).

£1.50 £9.00

Chq 1012 A Tullett Grass cutting - allotments £0.00 £125.00

Chq 1013 EDF Energy 
Customers Plc

Electricity – public conveniences £2.51 £52.62

Chq 1014 Scott and Co 
(Cornwall) Ltd

St Clement Parish Hall survey £51.88 £311.60

Chq 1015 Cheque spoiled £0.00

Chq 1016 Groundwork UK Refund of reclaimable VAT (Neighbourhood 
Plan grant)

£280.82

Total £79.41 £2,047.08

Carried forward

Current account £2,248.95

Deposit account £28,908.79

Total available £31,157.74
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Proposed: TS; seconded: PT, who also signed the cheques.

b Clerk's report and budget update

The Clerk reported that the Parish Council's insurance had been renewed from 1st June and that
the renewal documents had been received.  The Council's Annual Return had been submitted to
the external auditors, Grant Thornton, who had acknowledged receipt. Notice of the Publication of
Unaudited Accounts had been published on the Parish Council's website, together with the Annual
Return.  A schedule  of  payments  over  £100  made by  the  Parish  Council  during  the  previous
financial year had also been posted on the website to comply with the Transparency Code. She
noted that the Parish Council had received a water bill for the Allotments but that this had been in
credit  (by a few pence), therefore no payment was due. The Clerk also reported that she had
received  confirmation  from  the  Pensions  Regulator  that  the  Parish  Council's  Declaration  of
Compliance had been received in respect of its Auto-enrolment duties. She noted that the position
regarding the provisions in the Clerk's contract employment for payment of a retirement gratuity
instead of a pension would need to be clarified and considered by the council. It was agreed to
include this on a future agenda.

10 Planning applications

a New Applications

PA17/04328 Land to the rear  of  33 Polsue Way,  Tresillian.  New Dwelling and formation of
vehicular access and hardstanding.

Following a sub-committee visit (PT/TC/TS), it was agreed to object on the grounds of access and
particularly the potential for flooding in view of the drainage design. All in favour.

PA17/05678 41 Polsue Way, Tresillian. Proposed 2-storey extension and Juliet balcony.

Deferred for site meeting by sub-committee..

PA17/04971 10 Bar Meadows, Malpas. Proposed garage extension with veranda over.

Deferred for site meeting by sub-committee.

b Cornwall Council Planning Decisions

PA17/04486 Shirley, Tresillian. Removal of side limb of holly tree. Approved 20th June 2017.

PA17/00998 PRE-APP Land of Polsue Way, Tresillian. Pre-application for a proposed dwelling.
Closed: advice given, 02 June 2017.

PA17/03297 10 Victoria Quay, Malpas. Removal of existing single glazing and wooden frame on
existing balcony. Installation of new aluminium window frames, double glazed units (including a
sliding door) and juliet balcony. Approved 7th June 2017.

c Any other planning matters

Cllr Eathorne Gibbons reported that plans for a mixed use development on the site of the former
council offices in Truro at the top of Pydar Street were likely to be consulted on at some time in the
future; as this was close to the Parish boundary he suggested that the Parish Council might wish to
be represented. In response to a question from the Chairman, Cllr Eathorne Gibbons stated that
the position regarding the provision of a household waste recycling centre on the Truro Eastern
District Centre site was still unclear, but that its future was in doubt.

11 Cornwall Councillors Report.

Cllr Eathorne Gibbons reported that he had been appointed as portfolio holder for 'Customers',
which dealt with back office functions, how the council communicated with the public via website,
one-stop shops etc., but stated that local issues would remain his priority. At the request of Cllr
Stone, he summarised the role of Corserve. Cllr Eathorne Gibbons then reported that Truro City
Council wished to request that St Clement Parish Council discuss a request that the St Clement
War Memorial be moved from its present location. It was agreed to include this on the July Agenda.

12 Correspondence

1 Cafe Chaos re 'Building Better Opportunities' Launch Party Friday14th July 3pm-5pm. Noted.

2 Cornwall Council Electoral Services, R Olver. Confirmation that the Parish Council is permitted to
co-opt to current vacancies at its June meeting. See agenda item.
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3 Cornwall Council Migrant Workers Group (Inclusion Cornwall). Re 'Cornwall Takes Tea with the
World'. Noted.

4 M O'Brien re Malpas Parking. See public discussion.

5 S Hicks re Speedwatch. See agenda item.

6 P Caruana re Truro Day photographic display. The Clerk reported that this had been forwarded to
the Neighbourhood Plan Steering group.

7 Came and Co re Insurance Renewal Documents. Noted.

8 Cornwall Rural Community Council re Truro Carers Forum Thursday 20 th July 1.30pm – 3.30pm
Truro City Hall. Noted.

9 P Buddell re overgrown hedge. See Highways.

10 Cornwall  Community  Flood  Forum.  Re  information  for  new councillors.  To  be  circulated  with
minutes.

11 Mr H Humphries various re PA17/0428. See Planning.

12 Local  Government  Boundary Commission for  England re  Electoral  Review of  Cornwall.  To be
added to the July Agenda.

13 Mr R Webb re allotment tenancy. See Matters Arising (allotments).

14 Mr K Littlejohn re Parish Council vacancies. See agenda item.

15 Mr G Doherty re Parish Council vacancies. See agenda item.

16 Cruse Bereavement Care re AGM 17th August 2017 7.30pm New County Hall. Noted.

17 Cornwall Council re Consultation on Planning Policy Guidance Documents:
Cornwall  Site  Allocation  Development  Plan  Document;  Cornwall  Minerals  Safeguarding
Development Plan; Community Infrastructure Levy Draft Charging Schedule. To be included on the
July Agenda.

18 Cornwall Council re Legal training event, Innovation Centre, Treliske 7.30am – 12.30pm Friday 7 th

July. Noted.

19 K Littlejohn re Tresillian Milestone. See agenda item.

20 Cornwall Council re Park Lane Potholes. See Highways/public discussion.

21 Pensions Regulator acknowledge of submission of Declaration of Compliance re Auto-enrolment.
See Clerk's report.

13 To note any future diary dates

Truro and Roseland Community Network Panel Meeting Tuesday 18th July,  7pm. Venue to be
confirmed.
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Meeting. Wednesday 12th July 7pm, St Clement Parish Hall.

14 To agree any items for the next agenda

It was agreed to include the following items on the July Agenda:
Allotment rents.

15 To agree a date for the next meeting.

The date of the next meeting was agreed as : Wednesday 26th July 2017 at 7.30pm to be held at St
Clement Parish Hall.

There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.05pm
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