
Notes of a meeting between St Clement Parish Council and Highways
held Monday 30th November 2017, St Clement Parish Hall.

Present:
Parish Councillors: Cllr K Littlejohns; Cllr G Doherty; Cllr D Stone.
Highways:  Mr V Bidgood (Cormac).
Clerk: Mrs J Ashley.
Members of the public: Mr C Dash.

1 Apologies

Cllr Peter Thomas.

2 Items raised by Councillors

i Road to Idless/Courtyard Cottages (Left hand turn after crematorium). It was reported at
a  previous  meeting  that  the  incorrect  levels  left  following  recent  works,  causing
flooding/debris  at  the  turning  from  A390  Newquay  Road,  were  due  to  be  corrected,
however the problem had not been rectified. VB to follow up. 

ii A390 Truro to Trispen tailbacks. It was reported that traffic frequently tailed back past the
cattlemarket and as far as the Bodmin Road roundabout from the junction by Julian Foye,
when the A39 Tresillian to Trispen was relatively clear.  This was still  a problem out of
holiday  season.  Traffic  had  increased  since  people  were  prevented  coming  down  the
Ladock Valley from Fraddon through Tresillian  and now had to go via  Carland Cross.
Councillors  asked  that  the  phasing  of  the  lights  at  the  junction  of  the  A390/A39  be
reviewed. VB to follow up.
Cllr Stone noted that where the road bifurcates at the Dunelm Mill turnoff, there is no room
to get car into the inside lane as the pedestrian side comes out too far, so that lane is often
empty. Other councillors agreed that it was difficult to get into the Tresillian lane and that
they used  the  Truro  lane  instead.  VB agreed  to  suggest  a  'use  both  lanes  for  Truro'
direction.

iii Cost of flashing 30mph signs/ Tresillian traffic speed. VB thought that a static flashing
sign was about £7.5k. The Parish Council would have to fund and Cornwall Council would
have to be willing to take on the maintenance and ownership of the sign. A mains supply
would be needed (even if supplemented by a solar panel). A moveable sign could not be
purchased via Cornwall Council but other parish councils have entered into agreements
with Cornwall Council's suppliers to get one (people need to be accredited to work in the
highway). VB recommended that the Clerk talk to Tregony PC or Cllr Bob Egerton about
the model adopted. St Agnes are looking at something similar. The ongoing maintenance
costs of a mobile unit would fall to the Parish Council. Siting of mobile sign: VB advised it
should be sited not too close to residential properties to avoid nuisance; ideally just before.
He confirmed the signs were one sided. Councillors thought that traffic tended to speed up
half way through the Tresillian and slow down before the bridge; also, it tended to speed up
exiting in Truro direction. VB to forward Radar Class Speed Data. Cllr Doherty thought that
one car at the front of a queue abiding by the limit might skew the figures; some cars and
motorbikes  were  seen  to  overtake  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  bollards.  VB  noted  that
dangerous driving was a police matter.

iv Tresillian  Bridge.  The  Clerk  enquired  if  there  had  been  changes  to  the  original
consultation plan. VB reported that there had been 'tweaks'. Cllr Doherty reported that he
had  seen  a  truck  emerging  from  St  Michael  Penkivel  that  had  had  to  go  onto  the
eastbound carriageway to turn west; he thought that it would not be able to get out at all
once the works were done. VB commented that the works were planned to reduce bridge
strikes.  Cornwall Councillors Mike Eathorne Gibbons, Bob Egerton and Julian German
had  been  involved  in  discussions  with  Adrain  Roberts  (Highway  Safety  Engineer).
Councillors reported that vegetation created a blind spot at this junction.
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v A39 passing places/Woodcock Corner. It was noted that tractors had nowhere to pull in,
as  a  couple  of  laybys  had  been  lost.  VB  commented  that  this  had  been  decided  at
Strategic  Transportation  level  and  suggested  raising  the  matter  with  the  Cornwall
Councillor. It was commented that the timing of the lights at Woodcock Corner meant that
traffic came through Tresillian in groups of 30 – 40 cars, making it difficult to exit properties.
Mr Dash commented that the Woodcock Corner layby was always full of Budget Rental
Vehicles, preventing use by others.

vi Pedestrian Crossing points, Tresillian. The Clerk raised a public request for pedestrian
crossings in Tresillian. VB said that for a formal crossing, rather than a refuge, Department
of Transport criteria would have to be met; these were very onerous and would be unlikely
to be met unless there were very large flows of pedestrians all day. Councillors commented
on  difficulties  for  pedestrians  walking  by the  bridge.  VB noted  that  the  provision  of  a
pavement  or  separate  pedestrian  footbridge  were  unlikely  unless  a  comprehensive
upgrade to the bridge were envisaged. Speed humps could not be used on a priority route,
but it was suggested that enlarging refuges could calm traffic and make crossing safer for
pedestrians. VB noted that there would be a small fund for highway improvements in each
network area, for allocation by Cornwall Councillors in the area.

vii Speed limit between St Erme and Penmount. Cllr Stone asked if the 40mph zone could
be extended,  as it  was dangerous for  traffic turning out  of  the side road by the bend,
especially tractors; he though there had been two fatalities. VB said that he would look at
the result of the 2010/11 speed limit review for accident history information on that section
of  road.  The Council  prioritised the worst  ten sites a  year  for  improvement.  He would
confirm whether the site was already being actively considered for improvement.

viii Waiting Restrictions, Tresillian. Councillors reported that these were not being enforced.
VB to invite Zoe Hall to a future meeting.

ix Vegetation Letters. VB confirmed  that the top copy should be sent to the landowner. Blue
copy – retain, then if no action after 14 days, send scan copy to handew@cormacltd.co.uk.
Yellow copy is for Parish Council records.

x Weedy pavements and verges. These had been commented on by South West in Bloom
judges, although a lot had been cleared after the judging. VB confirmed that there was no
weed  treatment  budget  since  2013/14.  Biffa  are  contracted  to  do  road  sweeping.  VB
advised planning ahead next  year and reporting to refuseandrecycling@cornwall.gov.uk
as Street cleaning contract works were done reactively, not routinely.

xi Footpath and Bridleways. Cllr Doherty stated that Tregothnan denied ownership of the
bank adjoining the path by Creekside (problematic tree growth/vegetation). VB to ask Colin
Bridges.

xii New Noticeboard locations. KL offered to take photographs in both directions at possible
locations, (Clerk to forward to VB for comment).

xiii Waiting Restriction Sign Position, old Post Office layby. It was agreed that the new
pole for the waiting restriction sign should be installed where the current no waiting sign
was attached to the railings (the problems was with the height of the existing sign, as it
could not be seen when cars were parked in front of it).

3 Date of Next Meeting: 

Monday 27th November 2017, 3pm, St Clement Parish Hall.
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