
 

 

 Minutes of the Meeting of St. Clement Parish Council held in The Parish Hall St. 

Clement on Wednesday 31st October 2018 at 7.30pm 

 
24/18 APOLOGIES – to receive, note and accept apologies 

Cllr Stevens submitted his apologies due to health reasons. 

Cllr Littlejohns proposed, seconded by Cllr Cowling and the Council resolved to accept his 
apology. 

25/18 DISPENSATION OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS (DPI), 
DECLARATION OF OTHER SIGNIFICANT INTERESTS (OSI) & DECLARATION OF 
ANY GIFTS OVER £25 

Cllr Littlejohns declared an interest in 32/18 due to being an allotment holder. 

26/18 OPEN FORUM:  for members of the Parish to make representations to the Council 
 
Helen Nicholson spoke on behalf of the Tresillian Village Improvement Group.  She thanked 
the Parish Council for their previous grant and explained that the group was now seeking 
additional funding for some winter planting and lighting.  A request was made for an 
application via the Council to apply for £400.00 of Community Chest money.  The group had 
debated setting up a separate bank account and constitution but preferred to have the 
accountability via the Council. 
 
A member of the public spoke regarding the land on the edge of Carrs garage workshop 
buildings where several boats and drums were being stored together with newly constructed 
steps.  Another member of the public spoke regarding the steps which appear to have been 
poorly constructed and were considered to be a health hazard. 
 
The Chair suggested that two Tresillian Councillors look at the issue and report back to the 
Council. 
 
27/18 CORNWALL COUNCILLOR:  to receive Cornwall Councillor report (if present) 
 
Cllr Eathorne-Gibbons reported that ‘Tresillian in Bloom’ has been rewarded the Silver 
Award for the South-West Briton in Bloom.  He briefly outlined his current work and was 
intending on visiting a number of Network Panel meetings to discuss the proposed Cornwall 
Council budget. 
 
28/18 MINUTES OF THE LAST ORDINARY MEETING (Wednesday 26th September 2018) 

– to confirm accuracy and approve 

Cllr Cowling proposed, seconded by Cllr Doherty and the Council resolved to accept the 
minutes as a true and accurate account of the meeting. 
 
29/18 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES (not on the agenda & for report only) 

The Clerk reported that a cheque for £40.00 had been received for the fire safe. 

Present: Councillors T Cowling, G Doherty, K Littlejohns, D Stone, P Thomas 
(Chairman) 

In 
Attendance: 

J Ashley (Clerk), M Eathorne-Gibbons CC, Tomas Hill (Clerk), and five 
members of public 



 

 

Per 12/18, the base for the bench has been constructed. 

30/18 CORRESPONDENCE (not on the agenda & for report only) 

Joanne Ashley wrote a card to the Chair thanking the Council for their gift and refreshments. 

Robert Moor informed the Council that on Saturday 10th November at 10:30 there will be a 
short memorial service at the St. Clement war memorial. 

31/18 HIGHWAYS AND PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY– to report issues and note updates 
 
Between meetings, Joanne Ashley reported to the Clerk that one of the bollards by the 
riverside car park in St Clement has been knocked over and is now in the river.  This is one 
of the pair of bollards installed by highways at the request of the Council to mark the edge of 
the stream.  This was done because cars had reversed into the stream and a child had fallen 
into the river when the edge of the footpath / stream was obscured at high tide, so there is a 
good reason for its presence. 

The Clerk reported the matter between meetings and also reminded Viv Bidgood (CORMAC) 
regarding the request to install a bollard by the village hall from the last Highways meeting. 

Cllr Littlejohns reported regarding the Tresillian Bridge meeting where a potential scheme to 
adjust kerbs and make minor adjustments was mooted.  Cllr Doherty thought this was just a 
scheme to protect Tresillian Bridge. 
 
Cllr Littlejohns also raised improving the Eastern Gateway signs which might be reviewed. 
 
32/18 ALLOTMENTS – update regarding proposed new shed and toilet 
 
Cllr Littlejohns left the room. 
 
The Clerk reported that he had contacted Cornwall Council requesting permission for the 
erection of a shed to house a toilet. 
 
Cornwall Council requires Landlords consent to install the shed and toilet facilities as the 
wording of the lease specifically mentions consent is required for such.  Cornwall Council is 
happy with the information provided but requires confirmation on the location on the site the 
toilet and shed are to be placed.  A plan is therefore required showing the location.  Once 
Cornwall Council have been provided with the plan, consent can be granted but this would 
be via their standard letter to save on costs (and the matter being sent to Legal). There will 
be a one-off fee for providing consent which would be £250.00.  The Council need to confirm 
the cost will be met and then the consent can be drafted and issued. 
 
The Clerk had contacted Cllr Eathorne-Gibbons prior to the meeting to establish whether the 
Council could apply for some money from his Community Chest to cover the cost.  £200.00 
was agreed.  
 
Cllr Cowling proposed, seconded by Cllr Stone and the Council resolved that the Clerk 
apply to Cllr Eathorne Gibbons for £200 and the Council pay the balance. 
 
Cllr Littlejohns returned to the room. 
 
 



 

 

33/18 PUBLIC CONVENIENCES – to include update following meeting with Cornwall 
Council 
 
The Clerk reported that he had spoken with Mike Beckett of Cornwall Council who stated 
that following the purchase of Malpas Marina, the Council were considering installing a toilet 
facility available to the public at the marina and disposing of the Malpas public conveniences 
which were not considered fit for purpose due to the lack of disabled facilities.  Mike Beckett 
requested that the Council continue to provide a financial contribution towards Malpas public 
conveniences for the time being whilst options were being considered. 
 
Councillors raised the issue of the new business rates exemption commencing from the next 
financial year for public conveniences.  Councillors asked the Clerk to ask if there would be 
an associated saving. 
 
Cllr Stone proposed, seconded by Cllr Littlejohns and the Council resolved that the Clerk 
write to Mike Beckett asking for an associated reduction from next April. 
 
The Clerk reported that Andew Tullett had attempted to repair the handrail but due to the 
handrail being mounted on the edge of the concrete path, it required a more substantial 
repair between costing between £40.00 - £60.00.  Andrew Tullett has not charged for the 
work already done. 
 
Cllr Littlejohns proposed, seconded by Cllr Stone and the Council resolved that the handrail 
be repaired. 
 
34/18 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN – to receive minutes of the previous meeting, progress 

report from Councillor members of the group and to consider any financial matters 
including the approval of expenditure 

 
The Clerk circulated draft notes of the Steering Group held on the 17th October 2018. 
 
No requests for payments were made for October. 
 
35/18 CRANTOCK PARISH COUNCIL – to consider financial support for Judicial Review of 
Cornwall Council’s decision contrary to their Neighbourhood Plan 
 
Cllr Stone strongly supported supporting Crantock Parish Council as he felt a 
Neighbourhood Plan was an extremely important document and it was important to protect 
St. Clement’s Neighbourhood Plan.  Cllr Cowling also supported this. 
 
It was established that it did not fall under the Council’s grant policy. 
 
Cllr Stone proposed, seconded by Cllr Littlejohns and the Council resolved that the Clerk 
write a letter of support from the Council to Crantock Parish Council but the Council were 
unable to provide monies. 

36/18 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC - it is likely that, due to the confidential 
nature of the following item, the press and public will be excluded from the meeting. 

 
This agenda item was not required as there were no members of public present. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

37/18 RETIRING CLERK – to consider holiday pay and retirement gratuity 

The Clerk reported that the retiring Clerk had been employed under the 2010 model form of 
contract for Clerks, which allowed Councils the option of awarding a retirement gratuity in 
lieu of joining the Local Government Pensions Scheme.  It was confirmed that because of 
subsequent changes in legislation, the Council could no longer lawfully make such a 
payment and that the reserve accrued by the Council could not be used for this purpose.  

The predicament was duly discussed noting that the retiring Clerk was still carrying out 
handover tasks such as document retention review encompassing GDPR work and 
providing advice as and when required. 

Cllr Littlejohns proposed, seconded by Cllr Stone and the Council resolved that Joanne 
Ashley be paid until the end of November as a retainer for the handover period to ensure a 
smooth handover including holiday pay plus an additional month for GDPR work under the 
new Clerk.  At the end of the December, the annual leave will then be calculated and duly 
paid. 
 
Cllr Cowling proposed, seconded by Cllr Littlejohns and the Council resolved to move the 
gratuity reserve to the salary budget. 
 
In accordance with the new Clerk’s contract, it was agreed to increase the Clerk’s salary 
from SPC 19 to SPC 20 following the probationary period.  The Clerk also requested a 
review of the ‘use of home as office’ provision. 
 
Cllr Stone proposed, seconded by Cllr Cowling and the Council resolved to increase the 
Clerk’s ‘use of home as office’ provision from £17.33 to £25.00 per month and be back dated 
to August and increase the Clerk’s salary to SPC 20. 
 
38/18 ADMITTANCE OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC - press and public to be invited back 
into the meeting 
 
This agenda item was not required as Agenda Item 36/18 was not considered. 
 
39/18 FINANCE – to include finance report and cheques for signing 
 
The Clerk stated that a resolution was required to apply for a Community Chest grant on 
behalf of the Tresillian Village Improvement Group. 
 
Cllr Stone proposed, seconded by Cllr Cowling and the Council resolved that the Clerk 
apply to Cllr Eathorne Gibbons for £400.00 from his Community Chest. 
 
The Clerk reported that the new Unity Trust bank account was open and a transition to the 
new account should now begin with a view of closing the old Lloyds accounts at the start of 
the new year. 
 
Cllr Cowling proposed, seconded by Cllr Stone and the Council resolved that the Clerk 
transfer £15,000.00 to the new Unity Trust bank account. 
 
The Clerk presented a small financial report with payments due amounting to £1,473.87.  
This did not include direct debit payments. 
 
Cllr Stone proposed, seconded by Cllr Cowling and the Council resolved that to pay the 
cheques amounting to £1,473.87. 



 

 

 
 
40/18 REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED BY COUNCILLORS – to note reports 
 
None 
 
41/18 FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - matters to be included as an agenda item at the next 
meeting. 
 
December meeting 
 

14th November Police Liaison Meeting 11am, venue tbc 

Date of next meeting is scheduled to be Wednesday the 28th November 2018 7:30pm at St. 
Clement Parish Hall.  The meeting closed at 21:13. 

Signed as a true record of the meeting. 

Chairman 


